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HANGAR NEWS

NEXT MEETING: 
Tues. Aug 5,  7:00  
Renette Park 
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First Weedwacker Aero Squadron 
P.O. Box 2044 
Lakeside, CA   92040 
 

Sign up for Email Delivery of 
Newsletter : 

 news.weedwackers@gmail.com 
 
Web:  http://www.weedwackers.org 
Club Officers Email:   
info.weedwackers@gmail.com 
 

President:  Gary Rold  619-504-9936 
V-P:    Ron Smith  619-562-2594 
Sec:     Bruce Allen  760-789-3745 
Treas:  Scott Graupmann  858-945-6969 
  10938 Vivaracho Way 
  San Diego, CA 92124 
 

Fun Fly  Chairman       TBD 
Race Chairman             TBD 
Safety Officer               Ron Keith 
 

Field Marshals: Dick Clavert 
   Bill Hutchins Lee Main 
 Glen Merritt Keith Miller 
 Ben Newkirk Ron Smith (lead) 
 Larry Bagalini 
Wings Over Gillespie Liason: 
  Glenn Merritt   
Editor:  Don Westergren  619-660-1137 
 3942 Calavo Dr 
 La Mesa CA  91941 
Webmaster: Tim Peterson 
 webmaster@weedwackers.org 
 Instructors: 
  Ron Smith *  619-562-2594 
  Scott Graupmann* 858-945-6969 
  Keith Miller* 619-449-7347 
  Lance Edmunson* 619-995-1348 
  Richard Crutchfield**  
*AMA Introductory Pilot Program Instructors 
 

Electrical Aircraft Safety Technicians: 
 Scott Graupmann, Glen Merritt  
 Joe Stutzman and Keith Miller 
HANGAR NEWS is printed for the members of the 
FIRST WEED WACKER AEROSQUADRON and its 
contents do not necessarily reflect the policies of the 
club. Editorial deadline is the 15th of each month.  
Articles, news items and classified ads should be sent 
to Don Westergren, 3942 Calavo Dr., La Mesa, CA 
91941. 
Articles originally published in this newsletter may be reprinted 
and published by modelers and club newsletters.  We ask that 
credit to the author and this newsletter be acknowledged in the 
reprint.  We will do the same. 
CLUB FIELD: Cactus Park (East), Ashwood St. (1/4 mile N-E of 
El Capitan High School) in Lakeside, CA.  Please be sure the last 
flyer to leave locks the pin box and the gate.. 

R/C Schedule 2012-2013 
Oct 4-5  Miramar Airshow 
Oct 11 Sat Fun Fly, Cactus Park 
Oct 18 Sat Float Fly  - Otay Lakes 
Oct 25 Sat Swap Meet, Cactus Park 
 

Cactus Park Noise 
 
Our models still produce noise, and our neighbors still issue 
comments and complain.  We have set a standard of noise limits in 
our Field Rules of 96 dBA at 3 meters.  If you are not sure about the 
noise level of any of your models, you can see Ron Smith at the 
field and he can measure the noise level.  This is strictly voluntary, 
and the club has been doing that for decades.  However, meeting the 
noise rule isn’t enough.  Noise that generates a complaint start with 
the noise level of the plane, but also involves the distance from 
plane to ear.  So WHERE you fly is also very important.  Our 
nearest neighbors are to the East—the Polo Field and the Herring 
Ranch.  So please avoid flying toward the east any farther than you 
need to land on the runway. 

Cactus Park Safety 
Safety is always a concern for us because there are elements of 
danger inherent in our hobby.  If you have stories we can learn 
from, or suggestions to be safer, let Ron Keith know about it.  Ron 
has set up safety demonstrations in the past  and can do so again. 
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Unanimous. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Fun Fly Keith Miller – October 11th & November 
15th. Flyer will be available soon.  New event, tow 
soda can on a 15 ft. length of string, the aim is to 
see how close you can bounce the can onto the 
bomb target. It’s like a ‘touch & go’ but with a 
target.  Glen Merritt has proven that it can be done 
even with a light foamy.  Also ‘Bowling’ use 
child’s set of plastic pins & a ball towed by the 
plane in attempt to knock them all down? 
 
Race Day Reports –Lance Edmunson (sick!)  Gary 
gave this report: Russian Bears & Yankee dogs 
battled it out on the field, great fun had by all.  The 
uniform strip was impressive! One aircraft fatality, 
Lance was looking at his plane, was distracted by a 
car on the field, when he looked back he tried to 
control the wrong plane (they look alike, bad 
thing!) his plane ended up in dry river bed! 
 
Keith commented on the volunteer help, from a 
not quite member, he is now!  Thanks for 
volunteering. 
 
On-Line Calendar 
Bruce Allen – The On-line Calendar is now 
working & is up to date, see link below: 
 
http://www.weedwackers.org/ww/events/ 
 
Please let myself or Tim Peterson know if you 
need to change / add anything. 
 
Builders Meeting 
July 17th meet at Gary’s house, contact him for 
details. 
Objective is to exchange information & tips, 
suppliers etc. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Home Town Buffet, Mid-Summer banquet 
Saturday 7/19. (11:30am) 
Raffle – Voted $200 Ladies / Significant Other, 

Meeting Minutes June 2014 
Bruce Allen 

Meeting Minutes July 2014 
Bruce Allen 
The meeting on July 1st 2014, was called to order by 
the club President, Gary Rold at 7:00 PM and the 
membership recited the Pledge of Allegiance in the 
direction of the flag provided.  In attendance were 30 
attendees, including board members; Vice President 
Ron Smith, Treasurer Scott Graupmann and Secretary 
Bruce Allen.   
 
Opening Comments:  
Gary welcomed all to the meeting,  
 
Guests and New Members:  
Robert Kyle – Flew a while back & is getting back 
into the hobby.  Came to the Fly in. 
Vernon Gilmore- Experienced flyer, was a 
member, got into trains & is now back into planes!  
Bob Rink- New flyer, crashed on Simulator, don’t 
us all! 
Joey Chess- Flew years ago, coming back into the 
hobby at the invite from James (Hobby People) 
We extend a hearty welcome & hope you will 
enjoy the experience (?) 
 
Electric Seminar 
Three people needed the seminar, to be done after 
the meeting. 
 
Approval of the Meeting Minutes:  
I was Shocked & Stunned, (for the third time) as 
there were no corrections! 
 
Proposed: Don Madison, Second: Keith Miller, 
Unanimous. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
Beginning Balance: $10,939.48 Income: $744 
Expenses: $2,239.30 Ending Balance: $9,444.69  
(Expenses Included: United Services (Loo), BBBQ 
Pit, & Raffles for Scale Fly in & Mid-Summer 
Lunch.) 
 
Proposed: Keith Miller Second: Larry Costas, 
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$700 Members 
 
Proposed: Keith Miller Second: Larry Costas, 
Unanimous. 
 
SD County Flying Club – Don Madison gave info 
on the upcoming Swap Meet July the 12th at Chula 
Vista 
 
FAA Interpretation Special Rule for Model 
Aircraft 
Access AMA website for detailed information.  A 
lot of discussion ensued & proposed to develop a 
letter in response to the issue, with further 
discussion. 
 
Proposed: Ben Newkirk Second: Keith Miller 
Vote: for 29 Against 1. 
 
Field Courtesy Protocol 
Gary / Ron brought up some issues we should be 
aware of: 
Aerobatics ONLY over the grass area, don’t cross 
the Red Line! 
Maiden Flights – allow someone who is testing a 
new plane to have a clear field 
If intending to carry out a Low Pass – Call out 
LOW PASS! 
Do not do a low Pass if there is someone on the 
road. 
If there is air traffic do NOT fly opposite direction 
i.e. left to right 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Draw for free Membership 
Chris Manson 
 
Good of the Order 
Eucalyptus Tree trimming, Ron looking into it. 
 
Model Sharing 
Lee showed his Saratoga that had had a very bad 
crash & it now looks like new!  He applied the 
Checker board one piece at a time! 
 
 
 
 
Raffle: 
 
Fred Miller  Gas 
Bruce Allen  Allen Wrench’s & 67 Café 
 Voucher  
Lou Prince  LiPo bag 
Ben Newkirk  Heat Shrink & 67 Café Voucher 
Bill Simmons  LiPo Checker 
 
Cost $87.77   Income $126.00   Net $38.23 
 
Adjournment:  
Proposed: Don Madison Seconded: Vic Pretto 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 20:13  
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Presidents Message                                                                       
August 2014 

 
Greetings fellow Weedwackers. 
The question is where to start.  Our club has 
some great successes this year due to the 
members who have stepped up and taken charge 
when the need arose.  That said I would 
encourage those of you who don’t feel the need 
to get involved in club activities at the field, on 
the web site, monthly meetings, special events 
and programs to do just that.   
 
  The club does not run itself.  It subsists 
through the time and effort of individuals who 
care deeply about sustaining the quality of life 
at Weedwackers.   
 
If you are new to our hobby and our 
organization, please don’t be shy about getting 
involved.  That is the best way to learn about 
and contribute to our activities.  Some of the 
long time members can contribute by sharing 
their knowledge with the club by showing their 
models at the meetings and demonstrating the 
trick of the trade.  There are no secrets to 
building and flying r/c, only information that 
has not been shared yet.  
  
OK I’ll get off the soap box for now. 
The racing season is in full swing and I don’t 
mean Del Mar!!  Lance Edmundson has 
organized events that are very well attended and 
for good reason.  The races are getting more 
exciting each event and the “Rare Bear”  events 
are like a swarm of hornets and if you blink you 
might miss a lap or two.  If you haven’t been to 
this event, put it on your list of things to do 
soon.  You can find updated info on our finely 
edited web site.  (Atta boy Tim) 
 
  The mid-summer luncheon was again well 
attended and thanks to all who attended and 
generously supported the great drawing.  (Atta 
boy Ted) 
 

In other news, Ben Newkirk and Keith Miller 
did a scholarly job of drafting a letter to the 
AMA, concerning the pending FAA 
regulations concerning drone operations as a 
hobby or business.  As it stands now the FAA 
has extended the deadline for 60 days before 
making any decisions on the matter.  Stay 
tuned. 
 
  Upcoming issues to focus on are safety at the 
field, safety in the pits, flying proper patterns, 
flying aerobatics only beyond the asphalt 
landing area, calling out a low pass or touch 
and go (loudly) and asking for assistance if it 
is needed.  (yeah I know I said I’d get off the 
soap box)   
So with all of that as food for thought, 
WATCH YOUR SIX.  Gary Rold “The Prez.  
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RareBear 
1st place tie-Ryan Danielson/Lance 

Edmunson 
2nd place-Scott Graupman 

3rd place-Jeramy Miller 
 

Recap 
Pretty good turn out for a warm, muggy 
day!  We had plenty of cold water and Otter 
Pops for everyone!  We had lots of filming 
today by Mike Towe at M2 Digital Post,Inc. 
(thank you Mike) for our promotional video 
we will be sending out to the other area 
clubs.  I will send out the link so you can all 
see it as soon as it is posted.  Racing was 
pretty clean today except for a couple of 
Rarebear mishaps. Frank Sanders found out 
how low is too low rounding the downwind 
pylon.  He slapped his plane hard enough to 
sideline him for the rest of the day.  Keith 
Miller let the adrenaline get him and over 
rotated going around the upwind pylon at 
the start of the second heat.  We all know 
how that ends! :-(.  We had 11 pilots racing 
the Bears today-outstanding!! Thanks to 
everyone that showed up!  Only 2 more 
races! 

Go Fast.....Turn 
Left!!!!! 

It's that easy! 

Builder’s Group 
 
The builders group met on July 17 at Gary Rold 
shop.  Using a laser level the group was shown 
how to find the thrust line of an aircraft and by 
rotating the laser it was also shown how to mark 
vertical “invasion stripes” on the P-47 that was 
under construction. 
  A devise was demonstrated to simplify the 
installation of blind nuts in hard to access 
places. 
  Painting technique with regular water based 
house paint was discussed and the use of  a 
“satin” finish automobile finish was 
demonstrated as the final coat which was 
completely fuel proof. 
If you are interested in hosting the builders 
group in August, call Gary at 619-504-9936. 

 

Race Results and 
Recap 

 
July 26th race results 

 
T-28 

1st place-Otto Dieffenbach 
2nd place-Devin Wheeler 

 
Warbirds 

1st place-Tim Peterson 
2nd place-Otto Dieffenbach 
3rd place-Ryan Danielson 
4th place-Devin Wheeler 
5th place-Jeramy Miller 

 
M.U.S. 

1st place-Otto Dieffenbach 
2nd place-Franks Saunders 
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FWW Mid-Summer Luncheon July 19 at HomeTown Buffet. 
Great Food, Great Raffle, Great time for All 




